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Purpose of the Plan 
Pursuant to current regulations, which specify Board of Education (BOE) responsibilities, the Byron-Bergen Central 
Schools have developed and defined this district Plan. The purpose of this plan is to describe the overall functioning and 
aspects of the special education programs within the Byron-Bergen Central School District. The District Plan contains no 
personally identifiable data and is available to the public. 
 
It is the purpose and intent of the Byron-Bergen Central Schools and the BOE, in conjunction with the Special Education 
Department, to identify all students suspected of having a disability. Such identification will be completed in accordance 
with section 200.4 of the Commissioner’s Regulations. This plan satisfies the requirements set forth in section 200.2 (c), 
(1) that states each BOE shall have available for public inspection and review an acceptable plan that explains the special 
education program in our school district. The District is available in the Special Education Office and on the school's 
website. 

 
Special Education Program Goals and Objectives 
Special Education is defined as specially designed individualized or group instruction, special services, programs (as 
defined in subdivision 2 of section 4401 of the Education Law), or special transportation, provided at no cost to the 
parent, to meet the unique needs of students with disabilities.  

The goal of the Byron-Bergen Central District’s special education program is to maximize the academic and functional 
achievement of all students with disabilities. The following objectives will guide the program’s practices: 

 
1.​ To ensure the establishment of procedures to implement the provisions of the Part 200 Regulations of the 

Commissioner of Education. 
2.​ To maintain the Committee on Preschool Special Education (CPSE) and the Committee on Special Education (CSE) 

to ensure the evaluation of students suspected of having a disability, to recommend appropriate educational 
supports and programs, and to monitor student progress. 

3.​ To provide a free appropriate education in the least restrictive environment for students with disabilities 
between the ages of three and twenty-one or until a high school diploma has been awarded. 

4.​ To ensure that students with disabilities have the opportunity to be involved in and progress in the general 
education curriculum to the maximum extent appropriate. 

5.​ To provide the resources necessary for the implementation of a continuum of programs and services to meet the 
academic, social, physical and management needs of students with disabilities. 

6.​ To ensure the confidentiality of personally identifiable data, information or records pertaining to a student with a 
disability. 

7.​ To ensure that adequate and appropriate space is made available to meet the needs of students ​with 
disabilities. 

 
 

Nature and Scope of Special Education Programs 
The District is responsible for identifying and providing special education services to students ages 3 - 22.  
A referral for an initial evaluation may be made by either a parent or designated school staff.  Byron-Bergen Central 
School uses a Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) when determining appropriate referrals to the CSE. They also use 
teacher observation, parent concern, and screening results to guide them. The CSE/CPSE referral process has been 
outlined below. Once a student has been identified and parents have been notified, the following occurs: 

1.​ Referral to the Special Education Office  
2.​ Parental notice and consent 
3.​ Evaluation (see below for what is included in an initial evaluation) 
4.​  Initial eligibility determination meeting and Individualized Education Program (IEP) development, as 

appropriate 
5.​ IEP implementation 

 
 

 



An initial evaluation must include: 
●​ A physical examination 
●​ A psychological evaluation 
●​ A social history 
●​ An observation of the student in the current educational environment 
●​ Other appropriate assessments or evaluations 
●​ For students age 12 or older, an Age Appropriate Transition assessment which includes a student interview to 

determine vocational skills, aptitudes and interests. 

 

Committee on Preschool Special Education (CPSE) 

The Committee on Preschool Special Education (CPSE) is responsible for identifying and providing special education 
services to students ages 3 to 5 residing in the district.  An individual evaluation is completed by an approved program 
upon consent by the parent. Genesee and Monroe Counties maintain the approved list of evaluators and service 
providers. The District contracts with agencies and/or institutions for services not available within its facilities. They 
include, but are not limited to Integrated Therapy Services, Building Blocks Comprehensive Services, Clinical Associates 
of the Finger Lakes, CP Rochester, Music Therapy Pathways, STARS Preschool Program, Batavia - Robert Morris Preschool, 
and Mary Cariola Children’s Center.  The district employs a Coordinator of Student Services who serves as CPSE chair. 

 
The CPSE reviews the results of the evaluations to determine whether the student meets criteria to be classified  as a 
preschool student with a disability.  The committee  recommends approved appropriate related services and/or special 
programs and the frequency, duration, location and intensity of such services. An individualized education program (IEP) 
is developed. 
 

Preschool special education services include: 

Preschool Special Education (CPSE) 

Program/Service Description 

Related Services 

-​ Include but are not limited to – occupational therapy, physical therapy, speech therapy, music 
therapy, counseling, family counseling and training 

-​ Provided by individuals with appropriate license or certification in each area of related service, 
at site determined by the BOE (approved or licensed PreK program or Head Start, work site of 
provider, child’s home, hospital, state facility, child care location as defined in section 4410) 

-​ May be individual or group (may not exceed 5 students; specified on IEP if group size less than 5 
is recommended) 

Special Education 
Itinerant Services 

(SEIT) 

-​ Provided by a certified special education teacher of an approved program on an itinerant basis  
-​ Direct specialized individual or group instruction  
-​ Indirect services: consultation to assist child’s teacher in adjusting the learning environment or 

modifying instructional methods  
-​ May be provided in addition to related services 

Integrated  
Special Class 

Special education teacher and one or more supplementary school personnel in a classroom made 
up of no more than 12 preschool students with and without disabilities.  

Special Class 
Maximum class size shall not exceed 12 preschool students with at least one teacher and one or 
more supplementary school personnel to each class.  

12 month special 
services and/or 

programs 

Considered for preschool students in accordance with their need to prevent substantial regression 
if: (a) management needs are highly intensive and require a high degree of individualized attention 
and intervention; or (b) severe multiple disabilities, whose programs consist primarily of 
habilitation and treatment; or (c) include (a) and (b) and require treatment in the home; or (d) 
needs are so severe that they can be met only in a seven-day residential program; or (e) preschool 
students not described in (a)- (d) whose disabilities are severe enough to exhibit the need for a 
structured learning environment of 12 months duration to prevent substantial regression.  

 



Committee on Special Education (CSE) 
The Committee on Special Education (CSE) determines eligibility for school age special education services, program 
recommendations, and development of the IEP. 
 

The Byron-Bergen Central District employs 13 certified special education teachers, 11 teacher aides,  3 speech and 
language therapists, and 2 school psychologists to work with school age students. The District contracts with agencies 
and/or institutions for services not available within its facilities. They include, but are not limited to Integrated Therapy 
Services (Occupational Therapy and Physical Therapy services), Hearing Evaluation Services (Audiology), Music Therapy 
Pathways, Hillside Children’s Center - Crestwood, Villa of Hope, Norman Howard, Monroe 2 BOCES, and Genesee Valley 
BOCES. 
 

Special education programs and services include: 

Committee on Special Education (CSE) 

Program/Service Description 

Related Services 

Related services include, but are not limited to: 
●​ Speech Therapy 
●​ Occupational Therapy 
●​ Physical Therapy 
●​ Counseling 
●​ Music Therapy 
●​ Vision Services 
●​ Audiology Services 
●​ Teacher of the Deaf Services 

Related services are recommended by the CSE to meet the individual needs of a student with a 
disability as indicated in the Individualized Education Program (IEP).  Related services may be provided 
in conjunction with a general education program or with other special education services. A student 
with a disability may be provided with more than one related service in accordance with the needs of 
the student.  The frequency, duration, and location of services are outlined on the IEP, based upon the 
individual’s need for the service.  Service can be provided individually, or in a group as determined by 
the CSE.  Related Services are available for all students grades K - 12. 

Consultant 
Teaching 

Consultant teacher services are direct and/or indirect services provided to students with disabilities in 
the student’s general education classes.  The IEP must indicate the general education classes in which 
the student will receive consultant teacher services. 

●​ Direct consultant teacher services means specially designed individual or group instruction by 
a certified special education teacher to students in general education classes.  

●​ Indirect consultant teacher services means the consultation provided by a certified special 
education teacher to general education teachers to assist them in adjusting the learning 
environment and/or differentiating the instructional methods to meet the individual needs of 
a student with a disability in the general education classes. 

Each student requiring consultant teacher services shall receive direct and/or indirect services, 
consistent with the student’s IEP, for a minimum of two hours each week. Byron-Bergen students 
requiring consultant teaching services receive this programming within the general education classes 
in the district.  This program option is available within the district for students grades K - 12. 

Resource Room 
Program 

Resource Room is a special education program for a student with a disability registered in either a 
special class or general education class who needs specialized supplementary instruction in an 
individual or small group setting for a portion of the school day.  Resource room programs are for the 
purpose of supplementing the general education or special education classroom instruction of 
students with disabilities who are in need of such supplemental programs.  This means that instruction 
is not provided in place of the student’s regular academic instruction.  Each student requiring resource 
room services shall receive services consistent with the student’s IEP.  Instructional group for resource 
room is not to exceed five students with one teacher during instructional time.  Students cannot spend 

 



more than 50 percent of their time during the day in resource room services.  This program option is 
available within the district for students grades 6 - 12. It is provided in accordance with individual 
student needs and IEPs. 

Special Class 
Programs 

Special class consists of students with disabilities who have been grouped together because of 
similarity of individual needs for the purpose of receiving specially designed instruction in a 
self-contained setting, meaning that such students are receiving their primary instruction separate 
from their non-disabled peers. A student with a disability is provided with special class instruction to 
the extent indicated on the student’s IEP.  The size and composition of the class is based upon the 
similarity of individual needs of the students according to:  the levels of academic or educational 
achievement and learning characteristics, levels of social development, levels of physical development, 
and the management needs of the students in the classroom. The chronological age range within 
special classes of students with disabilities is not to exceed 36 months, except for special classes of 
students with disabilities who are 16 years of age and older. 

In accordance with the Regulations of the Commissioner there are five class size options.  
Recommendations for these classes are based upon management needs and degree of intensity of 
student need for specialized instruction in a special class setting.  Options are as follows: 

●​ 15:1 - 15 students with 1 teacher 
●​ 12:1+1 - 12 students with 1 teacher and 1 supplementary school personnel 
●​ 8:1+1 - 8 students with 1 teacher and 1 supplementary school personnel 
●​ 6:1+1 - 6 students with 1 teacher and 1 supplementary school personnel 
●​ 12:1+4 - 12 students with 1 teacher and 4 supplementary school personnel.  

The additional staff may be teachers, teaching assistants, and/or related service providers. 
The Special Class 12:1+1 program option is available within the district for students grades K-12.   
The Special Class 15:1 program option for select core subjects (ELA, Math) is available within the 
district for students grades 6 - 12. 

Special Schools/ 
Out of District 
Programs 

Out of district programs are designed for students with intense or unique special education needs that 
cannot be met within the district. Out of district programs can be other public school districts, BOCES, 
State Education Department, approved private day schools, and residential schools.  Examples of these 
programs include: BOCES operated programs, BOCES operated classes in other school districts, Mary 
Cariola Children’s Center, School of the Holy Childhood, Hillside Family of Agencies, Villa of Hope, 
Norman Howard, Hillside Children’s Center - Crestwood.  Byron-Bergen contracts with special 
schools/out of district schools to provide programs and services.  

Home and/or 
Hospital 
Placement 

Students with disabilities who are recommended for home and/or hospital instruction by the CSE shall 
be provided instruction and appropriate related services as determined by the CSE in consideration of 
the student’s unique needs.  Home and hospital instruction shall only be recommended if 
home/hospital placement is the least restrictive environment. Service must be recommended for a 
minimum of 10 hours per week at the elementary level, preferably two hours daily; or a minimum of 
fifteen hours per week at the secondary level, preferably three hours daily. 

Residential 
Facility 

Refers to education programs in public or privately operated residential schools or medical facilities on 
an inpatient basis. 

Extended School 
Year (special 
education 
summer school) 

Students who are classified under CSE may be eligible for extended school year services if they meet 
the criteria.  This criteria includes either demonstrating an inability to maintain developmental levels 
due to a loss of skill or knowledge during the summer months or demonstrating severity of need.  The 
CSE must determine substantial regression for a student to participate or receive related services only 
during an extended school year program. 

 
 

 



PROGRAMS AND SERVICES by building availability for the 2025-26 School Year: 
School-Age Special Education (CSE) 

Building Grade Levels Served Programs Available 

Byron-Bergen Elementary 

K-2 12:1+1 Special Class 
Direct/Indirect Consultant Teaching 

Related Services 

3-5 12:1+1 Special Class 
Direct/Indirect Consultant Teaching 

Related Services 

Byron-Bergen Jr/Sr High School 

6-8  12:1+1 Special Class 
15:1 Math, 15:1 ELA 

Direct/Indirect Consultant Teaching 
Resource Room 
Related Services 

9-12 12:1+1 Special Class 
15:1 Math, 15:1 ELA 

Direct/Indirect Consultant Teaching 
Resource Room 
Related Services 

 
Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) to Age 22 
Per the Formal Opinion of Counsel (July 6, 2023), issued by the New York State Education Department, “...that decision 
requires that public schools in New York provide special education and related services to resident students with 
disabilities until age 22, or the day before the student’s 22nd birthday.”  As such, the Byron-Bergen Central School District 
provides special education programs and services to eligible students as recommended by the Committee on Special 
Education through the school day prior to their 22nd birthday, or until they receive a high school diploma, whichever 
occurs first. 

 
Availability of Instructional Materials in Alternative Format 
The district will provide instructional materials in alternative formats to students with disabilities who have been 
determined by the CSE/CPSE. Alternative format is defined in Section 200.2 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of 
Education as any medium or format for the presentation of instructional materials other than a traditional print 
textbook that is needed as an accommodation for a student with a disability who is enrolled in the school district. It 
includes, but is not limited to, Braille, large print, open and closed caption, audio, or an electronic file that is appropriate 
to meet the needs of the individual student. 
 
When a student requires instructional materials to be provided in an alternative format, as per their IEP, the assigned 
special education teacher notifies the CSE/CPSE chairperson who arranges for the materials to be provided, at no cost to 
the family or student.  Materials need to be available in a timely manner via the appropriate source (examples of 
sources: Bookshare.org, the New York State Commission for the Blind, and the American Printing House for the Blind). 
Assistive technology (word processing, text to speech, speech to text, word prediction) is also used to provide 
appropriate access to instructional materials. 

 
Space Allocation 
Students with disabilities are to be educated to the maximum extent appropriate in a classroom and a setting that 
includes students without disabilities. It is the district’s belief that students with disabilities should be instructed in the 
general education setting to the maximum extent possible. The placement of students with disabilities in special 
classes, separate schools, or other removal from the regular educational environment occurs when the nature or 
severity of the disability is such that, even with the use of supplementary aids and services, education cannot be 

 



achieved. The District has developed special education programs and classes to address the needs of our students. If a 
special class is required in order to meet a student’s academic, social, physical and/or management needs, the 
classroom should be in close proximity to other classrooms of the same age and grade level students to enable the 
student to participate in general education whenever appropriate. 
 
The District also works with Genesee Valley BOCES and other out of district placements to ensure that appropriate 
space will be available to meet the needs of students with disabilities attending their programs. 

 
Evaluation of District’s Plan 
The evaluation of special education programs and services is ongoing and based on the following data and information. 

1.​ An annual review will be conducted at least annually for each student with a disability for the purpose of 
recommending the continuation, modification, or termination of the provision of special education programs 
and services. 

2.​ Reevaluations will be conducted at least every three years to review specific assessment data to determine 
recommendations regarding continued eligibility for classification, as well as,  programs and services.  

3.​ Student progress and growth towards IEP goals is measured and documented quarterly and at annual review 
meetings. 

4.​ Student progress on state tests as indicated by the District Report Card. 
5.​ District accountability data and data from New York State Performance Plan are reviewed to ​ ​

assess the achievement outcomes for students with disabilities. 
 

State Performance Plan (SPP) Indicators 
Indicator 
Number 

Title of Indicator Indicator 
Number 

Title of Indicator  

1 Graduation Rates 11 Child Find* 

2 Drop Out Rates 12 Early Childhood Transition* 

3 Assessments 13 Secondary Transition* 

4 Suspension/Expulsion 14 Post-School Outcomes* 

5 Least Restrictive Environment - School Age 15 Identification and correction of Noncompliance 

6 Least Restrictive Environment - Preschool 16 Compliant Timelines 

7 Pre-School Outcomes* 17 Due Process Timelines 

8 Parental Involvement* 18 Hearing Requests Resolved by Resolution Session 

9 
Disproportionality in Special Education by 
Race/Ethnicity 

19 Mediation Agreements 

10 
Disproportionality in Classification/Placement by 
Race/Ethnicity 

20 State Reported Data 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Annual NYSED Data Certification Forms Completed: 

PD-6 Report of Special Education Personnel Employed or Needed. 

PD-8 
Report of Students with Disabilities Removed to an Interim Alternative Educational Setting, 
Suspended, or Expelled for Disciplinary Reasons.  

VR-1 
Preschool Child Count Report by Race/Ethnicity - Preschool Children Receiving Special Education 
Services reported by Race/Ethnicity. 

VR-2 
School Age Child Count by Age and Disability - Students Receiving Special Education Services reported 
by disability and discreet age. 

VR-3 
School Age Students by Disability and Race/Ethnicity - Students Receiving Special Education Services 
reported by disability and race/ethnicity. 

VR-4 
Preschool LRE Setting Report - Preschool Children with Disabilities reported by least restrictive 
environment (LRE) setting and age, gender and race/ethnicity. 

VR-5 
School Age LRE Setting Report - School Age Children reported by disability, least restrictive 
environment (LRE) setting, age range, race/ethnicity, gender and LEP status. 

VR-6 
District Report of Preschool Students by Primary Service Provider - Preschool Children with Disabilities 
by Primary Service Provider. 

VR-7 
Provider Report of Preschool Students Receiving Special Education Services - Preschool Children with 
Disabilities by type of service. 

VR-8 
School Age Students By Building Where Enrolled - School Age Children reported by the Building 
Enrollment.  

VR-9 
Provider Report of School Age Students Receiving Special Education Services - School Age Children 
with disabilities reported according to the least restrictive environment.  

 
 

Budget to Support Special Education Programs 
 
A budget to support the proposed delivery of special education programs will be developed annually, based on the 
number of special education students and their individual needs. The budget will include the funding necessary to 
support in-district programs, as well as BOCES programs and out of district placements. The district plans in advance for 
circumstances that may arise throughout the upcoming school year including new special education students who may 
be moving into the district as well as for unexpected additional needs that students who are currently enrolled may have. 
The budget is prepared annually and reviewed by the CSE Chairperson, the Superintendent, the Business Administrator, 
and the Board of Education.  Updates are given regularly to the Board of Education throughout the year to ensure 
appropriate programs and services are delivered and funded.  
For the 2025-26 school year, the estimated budget is $3,507,217. 

 

 



Overview of Data (based on BEDS Day - October 1, 2025) 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 


